Chapter  Nine 


The  Holy  Prophet’s  Mercy  and 
Kindness  toward  Widows  and 
Orphans 


ioi/i.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  ^ 

“The  Prophet  0.  said,  ‘The  one  who  strives  in  caring  for  a widow  or 


a poor  person  is  like  the  one  who  strives  in  the  path  of  Allah.’  I think 


he  also  said,  ‘And  he  is  like  a person  who  stands  in  prayer  without 
feeling  tired  and  a fasting  person  who  does  not  break  his  fast.’” 


Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukhari  and  Muslim  and  this  is  the  wording 
of  Muslim. 


101  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Nafaqat  [The  Expenditures], 
Ch.:  “On  the  Virtue  of  Spending  on  One’s  Family,  5:2.047  §5038,  also  in  Kitab 
al-Adab  [The  Manners],  Ch.:  “Striving  to  Care  for  Widows,”  5:2237  §5660; 
•Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Zuhd  wa  al-raqa'iq  [The  Renunciation  an  Heart 
Softening  Narrations],  Ch.:  “On  Excellence  Toward  the  Widow,  the  Poor 
Person,  and  the  Orphan,”  4:2286  §2982;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnady 
2:361  §8717;  •al-Tirmidhi  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Birr  wa  al-sila  [The  Piety  and 
Familial  Integration],  Ch.:  “On  what  has  been  reported  about  striving  to  care 
for  the  widow  and  orphan,”  4:346  §1969;  •al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan : Bk.:  al - 
Zakat  [The  Zakat],  Ch.:  “The  Virtue  of  the  One  Who  Strives  to  Care  for  a 
Widow,”  5:86  §2577;  •Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Tijara  [The  Trade],  Ch.: 
“On  Encouragement  to  a Earn  Livelihood,”  2:724. 
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102/2.  According  to  cAbd  Allah  b.  Dinar  j&, 

“Ibn  cUmar  $L  cited  some  verses  of  Abu  Talib: 

A white  one,  by  virtue  of  whose  face  the  rain  is  sought 
A caretaker  of  the  orphans,  a guardian  of  the  widows 
cUmar  b.  Hamza  said,  “Salim  narrated  to  us  that  his  father  said, 
‘Sometimes  I would  remember  the  words  of  the  poet  while  looking 
at  the  effulgent  face  of  the  Prophet  & as  he  sought  rain.  He  did  not 
descend  [from  his  pulpit]  until  the  rains  flowed  abundantly  from  every 

roof-gutter.”’ 

A white  one,  by  virtue  of  whose  face  the  rain  is  sought 
A caretaker  of  the  orphans,  a guardian  of  the  widows 


This  poetic  verse  is  of  Abu  Talib. 


I0Z  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  al-Istisqa'  [The  Prayer  for 
Seeking  Rain],  Ch.:  “On  the  People  Asking  the  Imam  for  the  Prayer  of  Seeking 

Rain  When  They  Suffer  from  a Drought  and  Famine,  i:342  §9f>3>  * • 

Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  2:93  §§5673,  ^6;  -Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  Bk  : Iqamat 
al-salah  wa  al-sunna  ftha  [The  Establishment  of  the  Prayer  and  the  Sunna 
Therein],  Ch.:  “On  what  has  been  Reported  Concerning  the  Invocation  Said 
in  the  Prayer  for  Rain,”  1:405  §1171;  *al-BayhaqI  in  al-Sunan  al-Kubra,  3:352 
§6218-6219;  •al-Khatlb  al-Baghdadi  in  Tartkh  Baghdad , m:387  S77°o;  and 
cited  by  •al-cAsqalanI  in  Taghltq  al-TaHtq , 2:389  §1009,  #Ibn  Kat ir  in  a 
Bidaya  wa  al-Nihaya,  4:2, 471;  *al-MizzI  in  Tuhfa  al-Ashraf,  5:359  §6775- 
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103/3.  According  to  Sahl  b.  Sacd  ■&, 

“Allah’s  Messenger  0,  said,  ‘I  and  the  caretaker  of  an  orphan  shall 
be  in  Paradise  like  this,’  and  he  pointed  with  his  index  and  middle 
finger  and  separated  them  a bit.” 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl,  Abu  Dawud  and  al-Tirmidhi.  AI- 
Tirmidhl  said,  “This  is  a fine  authentic  tradition.” 
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104/4.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra 

“Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said,  ‘I  and  the  caretaker  of  an  orphan, 


103  Set  forth  hy  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahlh : Bk.:  al-Talaq  [The  Divorce],  Ch.:  “On 
Public  Imprecation,”  5:2032  §4998,  and  in  Bk.:  al-Adab  [The  Good  Manners], 
Ch.:  “The  Virtue  of  One  Who  Supports  an  Orphan,”  5:2237  §5659;  •Ahmad 
b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 5:333  §22871;  *Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al- 
Nawm  [The  Sleep],  Ch.:  “Concerning  the  One  Who  Embraces  an  Orphan,” 
4:33^  §5I5°;  •al-Tirmidhi  in  al-Sunan;  Bk.:  al-Birr  wa  al-sila  [The  Piety  and 
Familial  Integration],  Ch.:  “On  what  has  been  Reported  Concerning  Mercy 
and  Care  for  an  Orphan,”  4:321  §1918;  •Malik  in  al-Muwatta Bk.:  al-Shi‘r 
[The  Poetry],  Ch.:  “The  Sunna  with  Regard  to  Poetry,”  2:948  §1700;  ®Ibn 
Hibban  in  al-Sahlh , 2:207  §460;  *Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad , 13:546  §7553;  *al- 
Tabaranl  in  al-Mu"jam  al-Kablr,  6:173  §5905. 

4 Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Zuhd  wa  al-raqa'iq  [The 
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whether  a relative  or  not,  are  in  Paradise  like  these  two,5  and  Malik 
[the  narrator]  pointed  with  his  index  and  middle  finger. 

Reported  by  Muslim  and  Ahmad. 
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105/5.  According  to  Murra  b.  cAmr  al-Fahri  the  Prophet  ^ said, 

“I  and  the  caretaker  of  an  orphan,  whether  from  his  own  kindred 
or  someone  else  [i.e.,  of  blood  relation  or  from  another  family],  are  in 
Paradise  like  these  two,  or  like  these  (the  index  finger  with  the  middle 
finger).55 


Reported  by  al-Humaydi,  al-Tabarani  and  al-Bukhari  in  al-Adcib 
[ al-mufrad ]. 
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106/6.  According  to  Ibn  ‘Abbas  <$.,  the  Prophet  0 said, 

“Whoever  has  an  orphan  among  the  Muslims  partake  of  his  food 


Renunciation  and  Heart  Softening  Narrations],  Ch.:  “On  Excellence  Toward 
the  Widow,  the  Indigent,  and  the  Orphan,”  4:22.87  §2.983;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal 
in  al-Musnad,  2:375  §8868;  •al-Bayhaql  in  Shucab  al-lman,  7:471  §iio3°;  #ab 
Mundhirl  in  al-Targhib  wa  al-Tarhtb,  3:235  §3832. 

105  Set  forth  by  •al-Humaydi  in  al-Musnad,  2:370  §838;  •al-Bukhar!  in  al- 
Adab  al-Mufrad,  62  §133;  •al-Tabarani  in  al-Mu‘jam  al-Kabir,  20:320  §759. 

106  Set  forth  by  ‘Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  4:344  §I9°47;  •al-Tirmidhl 
in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Birr  wa  al-sila  [The  Piety  and  Familial  Integration],  Ch.j 
“On  what  has  been  Reported  Concerning  Mercy  and  Care  for  the  Orphan,” 
4:320  §1917;  »Abu  Ya‘la  in  al-Musnad,  2:227  §926;  •al-jayalisl  in  al-Musnad, 
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or  drink,  Allah  will  cause  him  to  enter  Paradise  unless  he  commits 
an  unpardonable  sin.” 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  al-Tirmidhl,  Abu  Yada  and  al-TayalisI. 
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107/7.  According  to  cAbd  Allah  b.  Abi  Awfa 

“Allah’s  Messenger  ^ would  remember  [Allah]  abundantly  and 
was  not  given  to  idle  talk.  He  would  lengthen  the  prayer  and  shorten 
the  [Friday]  sermons.  He  would  not  disdain  to  walk  with  the  widow 
and  the  poor  to  take  care  of  their  needs.” 

Reported  by  al-NasaT,  al-Dariml,  Ibn  Hibban  and  al-Jabaranl. 
According  to  al-Hakim,  “This  is  an  authentic  tradition, 
and  according  to  al-Haythaml,  “It  has  an  excellent  chain  of 
transmission.” 
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1:187  §1322;  •Ibn  Abi  al-Dunya  in  al-cIyal , 2:806  §605;  •al-Tabaranl  in  al- 
Mucjam  al-Kabir  19:300  §228;  •al-Bayhaql  in  Shuzab  al-lman,  6:196  §7886; 
•al-HaythamT  in  Majma‘  al-Zawa'id,  8:161. 

107  Set  forth  by  .al-Nasa’T  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Jumifa  [The  Friday  Prayer], 
Ch.:  “On  the  Recommendation  to  Shorten  the  Oratory,”  3:108  §1414,  and 
in  •al-Sunan  al-Kubra,  1:531  §1716;  •al-Dariml  in  al-Sunan , 1:48  §74;  »Ibn 
Hibban  in  al-Sahth,  14:333  §6413;  »al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak,  2:671  §42-2.5; 
•al-Tabarani  in  al-Mucjam  al-Awsat,  8:135  §8197,  al-Mucjam  al-Kabtr,  8:287 
§8103,  and  al-Mu'jam  al-Saghtr,  1:248  §405;  -al-Bayhaql  in  Shucab  al-lman, 
6:269  §2114;  *al-HaythamI  in  Mawarid  al-Zam’an,  1:523  §2129  and  Majma 
al-Zawa’id,  9:20. 
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108/8.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Allah’s  Messenger  0 said, 

“I  shall  be  the  first  person  for  whom  the  Door  of  Paradise  is  opened; 
however,  there  will  be  a woman  who  hastens  to  me.  I will  say  to  her, 
‘What  is  going  on?  Who  are  you?’  She  will  reply,  ‘I  am  a woman  who 
took  care  of  some  orphans  of  mine  (i.e.,  I did  not  go  for  a second 
marriage.  On  this,  the  Prophet  will  admit  her  to  Paradise.)”’ 

Reported  by  Abu  Yacla  and  al-Daylaml.  Al-Mundhirl  said,  “Its 
chain  of  transmission  is  excellent.” 
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109/9.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  the  Prophet  ^ said, 

“The  best  house  among  the  Muslims  is  the  house  in  which  resides  an 
orphan  who  is  treated  well.  And  the  worst  house  among  the  Muslims 
is  the  house  in  which  resides  an  orphan  who  is  treated  badly.” 

Reported  by  Ibn  Majah,  al-Tabaranl  and  al-Bukharl  in  al-Adab 


To8  Set  forth  by  •Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad , 12:8  §6651,  al-Daylaml  in  Musnad 
al-Firdaws , 1:34  §58;  •al-MundhirX  in  al-Targhlb  wa  al-Tdrhlb , 3:23 6 §3542; 
•al-Haythami  in  Majma‘  al-Zawa'id , 8:162. 

109  Set  forth  by  *Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Adab  [The  Good  Manners], 
Ch.:  “The  Right  of  the  Orphan,”  2:1213  §3679;  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Adab  al- 
Mufrad , 61  §138;  •al-Tabaranl  in  Mu^jam  al-Awsat , 5:99  §4785>  #cAbd  Ibn 
Humayd  in  al-Musnad , 1:427  §1468;  *Ibn  al-Mubarak  in  al-Zubd , 230  §654; 
•Ibn  Abl  al-Dunya  in  al-Tyal , 2:808  §3840;  •al-Mundhirl  in  al-Targhlb  wa 
al-Tarhlb , 3:236  §3840;  and  cited  by  *Ibn  Kathlr  in  TafsTr  al-Qur'an  al-cAzlm , 
4:510. 


The  Holy  Prophet’s  Mercy  and  Kindness  toward  Widows  ...  I 207 


[al-mufrad]. 
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110/10.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra 

“A  man  once  complained  about  his  hard  heart  to  Allah’s  Messenger 
and  so  the  Prophet  0 told  him,  ‘If  you  wish  for  your  heart  to 
become  soft,  feed  the  poor  and  rub  the  head  of  (i.e.,  care  for)  the 
orphan.’” 


Reported  by  Ahmad,  Ibn  Humayd,  and  al-Bayhaql.  According  to 
al-Mundhirl  and  al-Bayhaql,  its  sources  are  reliable. 
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iii/ii.  According  to  Abu  Umama  j&,  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said, 
“Whoever  rubs  an  orphan’s  head,  and  only  does  so  for  the  sake  of 


110  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 2:263,  §§7566,  9006; 

•cAbd  Ibn  Humayd  in  al-Musnad , 1:417  §1426;  •al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al- 
Kubra , 4:60  §6886,  and  Shtfab  al-imany  7:472  §11034;  #al-Mundhiri  in  al - 
Targhib  wa  al-Tarhib , 3:237  §3845;  •al-Haythaml  in  Majma c al-ZawaHd , 
8:160. 

111  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 5:250,  265  §§  22207, 
22338;  •al-Tabarani  in  al-Mucjam  al-Kablr , 8:202  §7821,  and  in  •al-Mucjam 
al-Awsat , 3:285-286  §3166;  #Ibn  Abl  al-Dunya  in  al-Tyal , 2:810  §609;  *al- 
Mundhirl  in  al-Targhib  wa  al-Tarhib , 3:236-237  §3843;  •al-Haythaml  in 
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Allah,  then  for  each  strand  of  hair  he  rubs  he  will  gain  good  deeds. 
And  whoever  deals  kindly  with  an  orphan  girl  or  an  orphan  boy  under 
his  care,  he  and  I will  be  in  Paradise  like  these  two,”  and  he  separated 
a bit  between  his  index  and  middle  finger. 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  al-Tabaranl  and  Ibn  Abl  al-Dunya. 


Majmac  al-Zawa'id , 8:i6o;  •al-Suyuti  in  al-Durr  al-Manthur , 2:528. 


